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army . . . will bring about fraternity among the Balkan Peoples. Thus will finally be realized, for the happiness of all the nations of the Peninsula, that Oriental Confederation which has so long been the object of our hopes and dreams." Never, indeed, had there been such an opportunity. The Bulgarian, Servian, Rumanian and Greek Press applauded. It is probable that if, just at this moment, the Foreign Ministers of the Great Powers had not publicly acclaimed, in their several Parliaments, the work of the Committee, the Young Turks might have been checked on the headlong path of presumptuous nationalism which, four years later, was to precipitate them, together with the Empire for which they had become responsible, into one of the greatest disasters of history. Yet, for the time being, the Balkan States were ready to unite with the Young Turks in common hatred of the Tyrant. Unfortunately, the Young Turks were vain-glorious and inexperienced. Although fed on the crude pastry of revolutionary formulas, the leaders repudiated, at their very first success, the idealism which had conciliated the sympathy of the Balkan nationalities. On Monday, October 5, 1908, Austria-Hungary, backed by Germany, annexed Bosnia-Herzegovina, and Bulgaria, proclaiming its independence, annexed Eastern Rumelia. The Committee might have seized this opportunity to place itself at the head of a Balkan League.1 It preferred, instead, to take a futile revenge by boycotting Austrian and
1 Dr. KLeanthes Nicolaides, who played an interesting part in the negotiations resulting in the conclusion of the Balkan League, contributed in November 1912, three valuable articles to the Echo de Paris on " La Gendse de I'Union Balkanique." He showed notably that, throughout the preliminary discussions for the establishment of their Union, the Balkan States always expressed the wish that Turkey should form part of it. " It remained possible for Turkey to enter the League, in fact, up to the beginning of August 1912. If Turkey had seized the opportunity thus offered her, she might be to-day at the head of the Union. . . She owes the present disaster solely to the lack of judgment and good-will of her rulers.0